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BLM 1971 recognition of the risk of cumulative effects 

From page 233 of the Parker paper. 

"A seemingly minor but potentially major problem should be mentioned. The Kvichak salmon run is the 
product of thousands of small spawning areas. Loss of any one of these small areas will not seriously 
affect the total run, so the separate areas are not looked upon as being individually important. The loss of 
many of these areas all at once could have a noticeable effect and would probably be strongly opposed by 
the fishing industry. But loss of a few areas at a time extended over many years would have the same 
effect. Yet because the resultant decline in productivity would be prolonged there would be no great 
public outcry over the loss in spawning area. The fishing industry would more probably blame the lowered 
productivity on Fish and Game Department management policies." 
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"To protect your rivers, protect your mountains." 
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